2012 Marlborough Open

Canterbury's Simon Fenwick and Mimi Walle retained their singles titles at the Marlborough Open held last weekend at Simcox Stadium.

 

Fenwick, the top seed, beat Canterbury's Matt Hetherington in the final by 11-7,11-6,11-6,11-9. Fenwick was in control from the outset, following up his serves with attacking shots. Hetherington scored points with some devastating backhand drives but Fenwick  placed  the ball around the table to gain a comfortable win. In the semi-finals Fenwick beat Derek Partridge by  four sets to one while Hetherington won a close match against Gregg Davey. Local players Matt Pigou and Sam Flaherty qualified for post-section play. Flaherty beat the fifth seed Michael Sumner of Canterbury 4-11,7-11, 12-10, 11-8, 13-11 to quality . This was a great match with Flaherty saving a match point with some positive play. 

 

 

The Women's Singles was played in a round-robin, with Walle beat Marlborough's Boe Aitchison in the final 11-5,11-6,11-3,11-8. Earlier , Aitchison had come from two sets down to beat Canterbury's Kyra Portis 10-12, 7-11, 11-8, 11-2, 11-9.

 

Fenwick and Hetherington won the Men's Doubles Final over Davey and Partridge 12-10, 11-1,11-5.

 

Walle and Portis took out the Women's Doubles over locals Aitchison and Kylie Hurren  11-8,11-5,9-11, 11-4.

 

Fenwick and Walle each gained their third title with an 11-4, 11-7, 11-7 win in the Mixed Doubles over Hetherington and Portis .

 

Sumner beat Davey 11-7,9-11,11-7,11-9 in the Second Grade Men's Singles Final. This was one of the games of the weekend, with Sumner having to topspin the ball to all parts of the table, to combat the defence and varied spins of Davey. Sumner beat second seed Partridge in one semi with Davey beating Nelson's Paul Op Den Buysch in the other.

Boe Aitchison won the equivalent Women's event from Portis.

 

The Over-40 Section was dominated by Fenwick and Valle.  In the singles events. Fenwick beat Davey 11-8,11-7,11-9 while Boe Aitchison played well , taking the first two sets against Walle before bowing out 9-11,8-11, 11-3, 11-6,11-2. 

Fenwick and Valle beat Matt Willis and Aitchison in the mixed final. 

Fenwick gained his sixth title in partnership with Davey when they claimed the Men's Doubles 11-7, 11-7,9-11,11-9 over Sumner/Partridge. He remained  unbeaten throughout the weekend as did Valle.

 

Cantrbury's Steve Craw won both the Over-50 and Over-60 Men's Singles Titles. In the Over-50s he beat former Marlborough player,  Nelson's David Watson in straight sets.  Craw beat Canterbury's Glenn Haszard 11-4, 8-11, 11-9, 11-7 in the over-60s final. In the semi, Haszard just beat Nelson's Alastair Naysmith 11-9 in the fifth set.

 

The under-21 Men's Singles final was a local affair with Pigou beating Flaherty 11-6-11-8-11-6. These two players then combined for a doubles win over Blenheim's Nathan Cross and Nelson's Tom Gilberg 11-5,5-11,12-10,15-13.

 

Portis won the under-21 Women's Singles after a round-robin competition. Monique Aitchison played well to finish second.

 

 

The junior events were held on Sunday with players from Marlborough, Nelson and Canterbury competing.

Sam Flaherty won the under-18 Boys' Singles Title. The final was a close affair , with ten year old Cantabrian  David Walle showing attacking flair to take the match to a fifth set before Flaherty prevailed 6-11, 11-8,11-7,6-11, 11-6. These two players combined for a win the Boys' Doubles final over Nelson's Oscar Baden and Connor Nesbitt by 11-4,5-11,11-5-11-4.

Nelson's Tayla Nesbitt displayed some strong forehand shots to beat Marlborough's Paul Harborne in the Girls' Final by 10-12, 11-5,11-4,11-5.

 

David Walle was a class act in the under-15 section, not looking like dropping a set in any of his matches. Local player Lee Harborne did well to reach the final after a four set win over Nelson's Oscar Baden. Walle teamed with younger brother Noah for an 11-8, 11-6, 11-3 win over Baden and Nesbitt in the Boys' Doubles final. The brothers showed very advanced technique with their attacking shots.

Tayla Nesbitt was a comfortable winner in the Girls' Singles. Local players Megan Clark and Hannah Wadsworth had a real close match for second place with Clark just winning 11-13,11-4,11-4, 5-11, 11-7.

 

The Boys' Under-13 final was a tight match with the left handed Noah Walle just edging past Blenheim's Alex Kennedy 11-9,12-10,15-13. Both players were  attacking which made for some rapid-fire exchanges. Marlborough's Josephine Michna-Konigstorfer won the Girls' section from Clark and Holly Kennedy.

 

Other titles decided in the weekend  were:

 

Men's Singles Plate: Phillip Higgins (N) beat Tom Gilberg (N) 11-8, 13-11, 11-5

Second Grade MD: Davey/Partridge beat Sumner/ Sunny Chan (N) 11-2, 11-8, 9-11, 11-6

Second Grade XD: Davey/Portis beat Ping Muanwong (M)/ Boe Aitchison 11-6-11-8,4-11,1-11, 11-9

Second Grade M/S Plate: Nigel Deighton (N) beat Flaherty 11-3, 11-5, 11-4

Under-21 WD: Portis/ Grace Aitchison (M) beat Monique Aitchison (M)/ Bonnie Aiitchison(M) 11-4, 11-9, 11-5

Under-21 XD: Tomas Watson (N)/ M Aitchison beat David Walle (C)/ Portis  11-9, 13-11, 8-11, 11-4

Over-40 M/S Plate: Malcolm Wong (W) beat Higgins (N) 11-3, 7-11, 5-11, 11-6, 11-7

Over-50 M/S Plate: Peter Wells (M) beat Warren Haszard (M) 11-7, 11-7, 11-9

Over-50 Open Doubles: Craw/ Wong beat Wells/ Haszard 11-7, 11-8, 15-13

Over-60 M/S Plate: Peter Wells (M) beat Orm Collins (M) 11-6, 11-8, 8-11, 7-11, 11-1 

Over-60 Open Doubles: G Haszard/ Gary Basher (N) beat Wells/ Collins 6-11, 11-6, 11-9, 11-5

Under-18 B/S Plate: Connor Nesbitt (N) beat Liam Clark (M) 11-5, 11-4, 11-7

Under-18 GD: M Aitchison/ B Aitchison beat Tayla Nesbitt (N)/ Josephine Michna-Konigstorfer (M) 14-12, 11-7, 11-6

Under-18 XD: Flaherty/ B Aitchison beat Oscar  Baden/ Nesbitt 7-11, 11-6, 12-10, 11-7

Under-15 BS Plate: Noah Walle (C) beat Connor Nesbitt (N) 10-12, 11-8, 17-15, 11-9

Under-15 GD: Nesbitt/ Holly Kennedy (M) beat Megan Clark (M)/ Hannah Wadsworth (M) 11-3, 11-5, 11-8

Under-15 XD: Lee Harborne/ Nesbitt beat Liam Clark (M)/ Megan Clark (M) 3-0

Under-13 BS Plate: Jack Topliss (M) beat D Ford (M)  3-0.

Under-13 BD: Alex Kennedy (M)/ Josh Sim (M) beat Noah Walle (C)/ Duncan Ford (M) 2-11, 11-5, 5-11, 11-1, 11-9 

Under-13 XD: A. Kennedy/ H. Kennedy  bt N Walle/ J. Michna-Konigstorfer  12-10, 11-8, 5-11, 11-9

