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TABLE TENNIS WELLINGTON

2012 Spring Interclub

Clubs are now invited to submit entries for the 2012 spring interclub season.  The spring competition is traditionally a more relaxed competition than winter interclub so it is a good time to introduce interclub to club players who may not have experienced this before.
Timetable (Wednesdays)
10/10
Entries due for Composite Interclub from clubs (please including available reserves)
10/10     First inaugural one-off Handicap Teams Competition (2-player teams)
17/10     Week 1 (Composite Interclub 3-player team interclub estimated 8 teams per division)

24/10     Week 2 (Composite Interclub continued)

31/10     Week 3 (Composite Interclub continued)

7/11       Week 4 (Composite Interclub continued)

14/11     Week 5 (Composite Interclub continued)

21/11     Week 6 (Composite Interclub continued)

28/11     Week 7 (Composite Interclub continued)

5/12       Week 8 (Composite Interclub continued) – likely a finals night (e.g. grade crossover)

12/12     Second one-off Handicap Teams Competition (2-player teams)
The Composite Interclub runs from 17/10-5/12 and will work in the same way as in recent spring-season composite interclub competitions.  It will run to 8 weeks likely as a round-robin format followed by a finals night (grade vs. grade crossover) depending on the number on teams entered.
The ‘Handicap Teams Competition’ is a new format to be trialed first as a more social/casual competition – it will run separately from the Composite Interclub.  The two nights of 10/10 and 12/12 will also be separate to each other.
TTW reserves the right to alter the timetable and format of the events depending on entries received or if necessary.

Venue & Start Time

All matches will be played at the Empire Stadium, Marine Parade, Petone.  The stadium will be open after 6:30pm each interclub night and matches are scheduled to start at 7:00pm.
Fees



Waged 
$8/player/night

Unwaged
$7/player/night

Student
$6/player/night

There is no separate team registration fee for spring interclub.

Draw

TTW will distribute a draw for the Composite Interclub by 15/10.  Initial team names will be chosen by TTW but players in a team can change their team’s name on the first night if composite interclub.
Reserves

TTW will keep a list of names for potential reserves as provided by the clubs with the entries or any additional players whose contacts might be on record.  The difficulty is finding a reserve of the same level as the player being replaced so a good match may not always be possible.

Conduct

The TTW Code of Conduct will be enforced in all interclub matches.

For most issues, the TTW on-duty night official (or their delegate) can resolve any disputes on the night except that matters can be referred to the TTW interclub or executive committee after the event.
Ball

Stag sponsorship of its 3-star ball within New Zealand has ended and its cost has increasing dramatically.  Traditionally clubs (or players) provide the balls for interclub except in recent years, with the generous Stag sponsorship, TTW was able to get 3-star balls at a low cost and provided them for free at interclub.  However (given the rate at which we go through balls each week) that arrangement will likely no longer continue.  TTW will be evaluating the ball options for 2013 and appreciate feedback from clubs for recommended options.  So for the 2012 Spring Interclub we will be able to supply some satisfactory white ‘training’ balls (or any remaining Stag 3-Star balls) but there is room to use other brands of ball when teams agree.
Clothing

Non-white and not near-white to avoid clashing as a background to the white ball.

Entry Form

Please complete the entry form below with your available players (whether for a team or as a reserve) and grade.  Please note any known availability constraints.  Please return this form via email treasurer@ttwellington.org.nz or call Kevin on 478 0841.  Teams will be put together over the few days after entries are received and draws will be circulated by Monday October 15.
Results

Results will be processed as soon as possible after the interclub matches have been played and will be available on the TTW blog accessible from the TTW website.

Format for the Composite Interclub Competition
Entry
As in previous years, clubs don’t enter full teams but instead enter a list of players.  Please also list players who are unable to play in a team but who may be available as reserve.  TTW will sort players based on criteria such as winter interclub grade and individual winning percentage and then form divisions and teams (regardless of which club each player belongs to).  The intention is to create teams (within the same division) to be as equal as possible and to facilitate mentoring from the more experienced players to the less experienced players.
Format
3-player teams, 11-match format (3 singles each and 2 doubles) all games best-of-5 to 11.  On each night, teams should indicate on the match sheet their captain before starting any matches, with the default being the player listed at the first position on the score sheet.
Points
1 ½ points for a 6-5 win, 2 points for any other win, ½ for a 5-6 loss, 0 for any other loss.

Tie-breaking is based on total game wins (including wins by defaults), if that is still equal then the teams are equal and share the place.

Format for the Handicap Teams Competition

These events (10/10 and 12/12) will be run as independent events and are intended to be casual but also as previews for a possible full series competition in future.

Entry
Instead of having clubs go through the trouble of organising and entering 2-player teams just for these two separate events, clubs should please ask players to turn up and from 7pm on each night TTW will arrange players into 2-player teams essentially ‘at random’ (unless 2 players turn up and request to play together).  This suits the handicap format where in theory (if the handicap number for each person is correct) everyone is equal in ‘strength’.  (There is no concept of grade in the handicap event.)
Note: A player doesn’t have to be in a composite team to enter into the handicap competition (or vice versa) – these are separate events.

Format – On the Night
Each 2-player teams will play against two other teams on the night – 5-match format (2 singles each plus a double) with games being the usual best of 5 to 11.  With the handicap system matches should finish quicker so there should be enough time for each team to play two other teams.

As two-player teams are formed on-the-fly they are matched up against another 2-player team also ‘on-the-fly’.  With each competition being a single night (each) there is no way to have any kind of real structure but TTW will try to calculate a winning team for that night based on some formula to be determined – but as the night is a casual night it is not to be taken too seriously.
Chances are there will not be an exact multiple of 4 players turning up so TTW will slot any later-arriving strays players into groups already underway – turning a 2-player team into a 3-player team and reducing unplayed matches (for that team) to best of 3 instead of best of 5.  Some dexterity will be required here for the first round on the night.  For the second round teams finishing will be matched up against another team again ‘at random’ as soon as teams finish up their first round.
Lessons learned from the first competition on 10/10 will be applied to the second 12/12 competition.  Following both TTW will look into holding the handicap team event as a proper multi-week series with concrete teams entered by the clubs in the usual way.

Format – Match
Every player will be assigned a ‘handicap number’ from 0 to 9 – the TTW interclub committee can change this number at any time.  It will be initially calculated based on 2012 results.  The stronger the player the higher the number.
When a player A with number 4 plays another player B with number 1 then we compute the difference between numbers – in this case 3 – and each set that A and B play A has to give B a 3-point advantage, so B will start 3-0 up.  When starting on an odd number, the first player to serve will only have one service point but from then it is the usual 2-points per serve.
The format is subject to change and we are open to suggestions.  A different format may be used on the second 12/12 competition.

2012 TTW SPRING COMPOSITE Interclub Entry Form

Club Name:



Contact Name:




Contact phone number(s)



Email address



	Player Name & Phone/Email
	Grade (actual or estimated)
	For a team (T) or reserve (R)?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Composite entries are to be sent to Kevin Haines, no later than Wednesday October 10
Email to: treasurer@ttwellington.org.nz      or phone (04) 478 0841
